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CALL TO ORDER – Reda Bennani, Chair of GAC at 12:07 pm 
ROLL CALL Present: Reda Bennani, Sandy Sills, Mayor Kuldip Thusu, Daniel James, Tara Adams, Eddie Valero, 
Barbara Thiesen, Sherri Pena, Linda Duran, Vincent Salinas, Maria Rocca, Trinidad Rodriguez 

NEW BUSINESS 
I. Representatives Reports 

a. Assemblyman Devon Mathis – Tara Adams shared that the Assembly is on recess, and the 
Assemblyman is in town and doing zoom meetings with constituents.  Tara needed to leave the 
meeting early as she reaches out to Inyo County, a part of the Assemblyman’s district, where a 6.2 
earthquake happened this morning.  Tara shared that people can still call if they are having issues with 
unemployment insurance and shared that it has been about a month turn around for answers and 
solutions.  Assemblyman Mathis has one bill still alive.  In regards to the job killer legislation on the 
agenda, please forward opposition letters to Tara. 

b. Tulare County Supervisor – Supervisor Eddie Valero shared some of the highlights from the Supervisor 
Board meeting on June 23rd.  Tim Lutz, Tulare County CAO, shared that there had been an uptick of 
COVID cases.  As of Tuesday, 6/23, there were 3,434 cases, 257 new cases on Tuesday (44% increase), 
116 deaths, 2 more were added today, 2,565 recovered, 1,000 are self-quarantined.  The case rate rose 
from 103 cases per 100,000 2 weeks ago to 202 cases per 100,000.  There has been an increase in 
testing.  Positive test have risen from 7 ½ % to 9%.  Eddie said it was important to encourage people to 
use the Dinuba testing site to keep it in place.  Eddie shared that the county numbers are more 
accurate than the states, as the state counts every positive test even when multiple tests are taken by 
an individual, the county takes this into account and counts by person. Tim shared a graph indicating at 
the current rate we could see huge spikes in July, August, and September.  The use of mask and social 
distancing impacts these numbers, the graph showed how the percentage of PPE compliance helps 
lower the numbers and reduce hospitalization.  Tulare County is currently ranked #3 in the state for 
infection rate.  Noted if County doesn’t follow protocol by governor orders funds could be pulled.   
Supervisor Valero shared that restaurants were to provide a business plan for reopening, at this time 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



38% have complied, that is 267 of the 700 businesses.  The Health Department has reached out to 
these businesses and will be following up with businesses.  The State had asked for more details on 
deaths, 91 have been from skilled nursing facilities.  It has been determined that 50% of the cases are 
from community contact. The state has provided 430 viles of Remdesivir.   
Eddie emphasized the necessity to send out a common message and will be meeting with District 4 
groups to work on message, noting not wanting to politicize the wearing of masks. 

c. City of Dinuba Report – Daniel James, Assistant City Manager, shared that the downtown remains a 
major focus for investment.  He also shared that the State HCD will be providing Federal CDBG COVID-
19 Relief funds.  These CDBG funds are being earmarked for business assistance.  They have less red 
tape and the scope of use is broader, but they are waiting on further details of the grant funds. 

The storm drain project is moving forward with the hope of minimum disruption.  Setting a project 
timeline is difficult, as they are not sure what they will find underground.  Sandy Sills shared that she is 
still willing to go out and talk to businesses regarding closures and disruption, noting the Street Scape 
of 1992 and the impact on business.  Daniel shared that the majority of work will be happening on Kern 
Street where there is a minimum number of businesses to be impacted, but would keep her in the 
loop.   

II. Mayor Kuldip Thusu – City of Dinuba 2020-2021 Budget Mayor Thusu shared that the virus is new, we had 
nothing to compare this to, and that number don’t lie.  This has disrupted business and the public life, and 
has presented a challenge.  There was concern how the City’s revenue would be impacted by this.  Items to 
consider were how to manage the impact of COVID-19, how to maintain and restore service levels, and 
how to continue delivery of major capital projects. 

Mayor Thusu shared a powerpoint that showed the funds and there purpose, that make up the City’s 
budget.  In the general fund the current budget allows for a $398,323 surplus.  The city currently has a 
surplus of $1.4 million that is maintained for as a “Rainy Day Fund”.   

The Enterprise funds are made up of the sale of services and/or goods such as water, sewer, trash, and 
transit.  Currently the debt service on these funds is $81,839,567.  This debt includes projects funded under 
Redevelopment Agency projects, and the current projection is to have paid $40,000,000 to RDA by 2040.  
The City will be moving forward with a $3 million dollar storm drain project for downtown to address the 
flooding.   

The City also will be receiving CDBG funds for COVID-19 relief and recovery.  They are looking at providing 
25-40 grants to local businesses in the amount of $5,000.  Mayor Thusu shared he respected the work of 
the chamber and saw they provided necessary assistance to business and the community.  He wanted to 
work with the Chamber to find resources for businesses.  

III. CalChamber Job Killer Bills 2020 Reda Bennani gave a quick overview of the legislation and asked that the 
GAC make a recommendation for opposition to go the Dinuba Chamber Board of Directors.  He shared that 
at this time when businesses are hurting the additional tax burden on business and exposure to higher 
workers comp liability costs could be devastating resulting in closure and/or layoffs. 
a.  AB 196 (Lorena Gonzalez; D-San Diego) Establishes Costly “Conclusive Presumption” of Injury. Significantly increases 

workers’ compensation costs for employers by “conclusively” presuming (non-rebuttable) that contraction of COVID-19 by all 
“essential workers” is a workplace injury. Establishes an extremely concerning precedent for expanding presumptions into the 
private sector for COVID-19 issues, which the Workers’ Compensation Insurance Rating Bureau (WCIRB) recently estimated 
will add billions in costs to California’s workers’ compensation system. 

b. AB 1107 (Chu; D-San Jose) Massive Unemployment Insurance Compensation and Tax Increase. Would significantly raise 
employers’ payroll taxes to fund a 130% increase in unemployment payments just as California’s businesses are struggling to 
survive a pandemic-caused shutdown. 

c. Barbara Thiesen shared that the school administration is meeting daily to implement a plan to reopen school August 10th. They 
are trying to have a solid plan to share by June 30th but there are constant changes.  She also shared that a piece of legislation 
being proposed AB77 would mandate that schools provide onsite instruction to students 5 days a week, which would go 
against the current model being proposed with alternative days to allow for less students per classroom and allow schools to 
follow CDC guidelines, social distancing, sanitizing, and PPE protocols.  As we release the plan for 2020-21 school year it can 
change due to the # of cases, County or Governor orders.    Reda Bennani thanked Barbara for her years of service and for 
being the educational backbone for Dinuba. 

IV. Next Meeting July 15, 2020  

V. Adjourn meeting 

http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?t=bill&s=AB196&go=Search&session=19&id=1dae9efb-651d-4a02-a05d-360ca7965b14
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?t=bill&s=AB1107&go=Search&session=19&id=1dae9efb-651d-4a02-a05d-360ca7965b14
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